Reviews

[Q&A]

PW TALKS WITH ADAM DAVIES
Looking and Spilling

Adam Davies’s polarizing single-guy-in-the-ciey debue,
The Frog King, had Breee Easton Ellis comparing him o
Jay Mclnerney, His follow-up, Goadlye Lewon,

out in August, carned a starred review in PW (May 8).

How did The Frop King's pece prion
affece che development of vour lacest
movel!

I had lived and worked for so many
years in freakish, Gollumish soli-
eude, and then all of a sudden the
book was being discussed in newspa-
pers and magazines and on TV and
radio. One reviewer reproduced my
photo with the caprion, "Even this
guy's author phorto is irricating.” A
reader sent me a Polaroid of The Frag
King impaled wich an ice pick. [ had
no resistance 1o bad press and chese
responses depressed me for weeks.
And a positive review elated me—rto
the point of uselessness ar the key-
board—for weeks also. It took me a
while to stabilize.

Whar do vou think YOl el '.|_|_'||I i
Groodbye Lemon thar you didn't 1n The
Frog King?

When I was editing The Frog King, |
realized thar one of my favorite

wards is apparently “aporropaic.” [t
means “intended ro ward off evil.”
[ used it aboue seven times. It
absured. I had ro delere six of
them, and it broke my hearr a
litele bic. In Grondbye Lemcon |
didn't use it once. |
chink Gredbye
Leworr i5 also
fuller. And fun-
nier. Maybe
sadder.

How closely does the dysfuncrional
clan in Croogbye Lesson resemble vour
own family
In the novel the facher suffers a torally
debilicaring scroke and his estranged
son, must come home to help. In real
life, my father came within days, pos-
sibly hours, of dying. Our relationship
at that time was agonized, but when
he came so close o death, 1 discovered
thar he was nor the man | choughe he
was. And neither was [ In To Kill o
Meckanghirdd, Calpurnia warns Scout o
be careful as she carries a silver pircher
of coftee, "Don't look ar i and you
won't spill 16 Bue [ chink she wanted
sospall e, [ know [ do, Ultimately,
like miost writers, [ think, | had to,
Cronlbye Lewnn, | suppose, is my way of
spalling it
Whar's nexc?
[ am warking on a chird novel, a
romantic comedy/heist story about a
security guard. ['ve been doing a lot
of research on the international
black marker for stolen arc and
“resting” MuSeLLm SeCuricy.
I've staked out some gal-
leries, I've fiddled wath a few
items ar the Met, So far, so
goud: no scuffles, no
arrests. Mo one’s on to
me anywhere, You

aren’t rnning a pic-
ture, righe?

-Mare
Schuliz
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